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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Thank you to all who sent items for the newsletter. You have all                                
responded so well, please continue to look for ‘Good News’ or inspiring 
stories as we hope to publish the next e newsletter in December. 
 
Keep hold of your faith, love one another and stay safe. 
 
Items to: 
Dave & Mave Cottingham   Tel  342 2815 
E mail  :  davemavis36@hotmail.com 
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 It has been announced that all major outdoor 
events scheduled to take place this autumn and 
into the Christmas period have been cancelled 
following the announcement of recent re-
strictions to help reduce the spread of Corona-
virus. This includes Wirral’s Bonfire night com-
munity displays, the River of Light fireworks 
spectacular and Remembrance Sunday services 
at the cenotaph in Hamilton Square. Although 
we can have our fireworks in our gardens with 

only our household or support bubble of family attending, it is not the same as 
being part of a big spectacular event with hundreds of other people. Will Bonfire 
Night ever be the same again? 
 
 The Gunpowder Plot in 1605 was a failed attempt to blow up England’s King 
James I (1566-1625) and the Parliament on 5th November 1605. A guy named 
Robert Catesby (c.1572-1605) was behind the plan to end the persecution of Ro-
man Catholics by the English government by blowing up Parliament with the 
King in it and replace the country’s Protestant government with Catholic leader-
ship. His father had been persecuted by Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603) for re-
fusing to conform to the Church of England. Fortunately, around midnight one 
of the conspirators named Guy Fawkes was discovered in the cellar of the Par-
liament building with his barrels of gunpowder. Fawkes and other men involved 
in the plot were tried and executed for treason. Guy Fawkes had converted to 
Catholicism, and his religious zeal led him to fight in the army of Catholic Spain 
in the Protestant Netherlands, so he knew a bit about gunpowder. Catholic sym-
pathiser, Lord Monteagle, took a letter from the plotters to the king and a thor-
ough search was made of the Palace of Westminster to find the 30 barrels of 
gunpowder.   
 
 What worried the likes of Robert Catesby and Guy Fawkes was the strong de-
velopment of Protestantism. The country was divided when King James I came 
to the throne with the Puritans were championing the Geneva Bible, and the 
church of England clergy were championing the 'Bishops Bible’. To heal the di-
vision King James held a meeting at Hampton Court Palace in 1604 and com-
missioned a new translation of the Bible that was acceptable to all: the 
“Authorised Translation” or “The King James” Version. This Bible revolution-
ised both the English language as we know it today and brought God’s Word to 
the waiting globe hungry to know God.  
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In 1611, six years after the gunpowder plot, the King James Version 
of the Bible was completed and it had a huge impact. It led to a 
knowledge of the Bible and a common Protestant message being 
spread throughout the British Empire. During the latter 18th and early 
19th centuries it enabled an affinity to be developed between Britain 
and Jews which led to British support for Zionism and a homeland for 
the Jews in Israel. 
 
The Bible has heavily influenced our architecture, like that of the 
Houses of Parliament. Many old parish churches still have copies of 
the Ten Commandments on the walls, underlining the importance of 
the Bible for providing the moral cohesion of society. The Bible fired 
and filled the imaginations of artists of all genres, for example, the 
painters of the European Renaissance, and those who followed them, 
frequently re-presented the great stories of the Bible. 
 
Most of our British law is ultimately derived from the codes of law within the Bible, of which 
the Ten Commandments are pre-eminent. Equality in law is also founded on the biblical under-
standing of creation, although the secular concept has developed further away from its roots. 
Many of those involved in the Trades Union movement were also driven by the vision for fair-
ness which they saw in the Bible. It was the Bible that drove social reform and education from 
those early church Sunday schools. 
 
God is still changing lives through the Bible today. Every year the Bible Society celebrates 
Bible Sunday, rejoicing in over 24 million copies of the Bible in print in all sorts of different 
languages across the world. One story is shared of a woman who became a Christian when she 
was 16 and whilst at university she read the Bible from start to finish. It took about 18 months, 
but she found it amazing. When she was 30, she was due her second child on Boxing Day, but 
the baby came 18 days early with a heart murmur. She felt a horrible feeling in her gut: 
“There’s something wrong with my baby”. Somehow that night she found the verse Isaiah 
40.11 that says, “He tends his flock like a shepherd: he gathers the lambs in his arms and car-
ries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.” She felt God speak to her 
directly that He was leading her and not to fear. When she and her husband read their Bible 
reading notes the next Monday, amazingly it was the very same verse that was printed and it 
gave them further reassurance. Now baby Eve 21 years old and is reading Psychology at Bath 
University. Her heart closed over 2mm. Jesus Christ is still speaking through the Bible today. 
 
Ten years after the King James Version was published, the Pilgrim Fathers set sail for America 
and founded the New World based on one book: The King James Bible. As we travel through 
what I call the ‘endurance phase’ of the Coronavirus lockdown, may we make our travelling 
companion the same ‘one book’. Let us read it, and praying as we do, asking God to speak into 
our lives afresh. 
 
 
Rev Steve Carpenter 
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There are many reasons people miss God in the transitions, for example through lack of 
faith or trust, fear of the unknown or conscious of our own insecurities 
 
Whatever our unwillingness to follow-through God’s call, let us step out. Just as finally we 
have to accept the coming of the autumn with all its changing weather and dark nights, per-
haps we need to go with whatever transition God is prompting us to move into. For some, it 
will be life-changing, for others a seemingly minor change that will reap a big reward. May 
be you are searching for God like the Rich Young Ruler, knowing that despite having eve-
rything there is something lacking in your life. Then make the choice – chose Jesus Christ 
and you will not be disappointed. If you ever want to talk about whatever transition you 
face, please do get in contact with me.  
 
Autumn is a change of season, a time to celebrate and may be for you a life-changing transi-
tion that the beautiful colours of autumn remind us of the change being worth it. 
 
Rev Steve Carpenter 

 
How awesome is this place!   
This is none other than the house of God.  This is the gate of heaven. 
Genesis 28 v17 
 
 
At its recent meeting, the Church Council took the decision to re-open the church for wor-
ship on Sunday 22nd November.  Chris Groom, our church cleaner with Mike Howlett’s 
guidance have done a great job preparing the building for “socially distanced” worship when 
strict “Covid rules” will apply. 
 
Since the Government have announced a nation Lockdown from 5th November we will 
NOT reopen the church on 22nd BUT we still need to prepare additional stewards 
 
We need to have three stewards at each service.  I am pleased to say that we have a number 
of volunteers but we need around ten more names so that no-one has to do more than one 
duty per month over the Covid period.  Training will be given. 
 
I do understand that there are those who are self-isolating or shielding another person and 
therefore will not be able to assist.  If you can help in this matter it would be much appreci-
ated, either ring or email me ( 342 8762 or 1andrewboswell@gmail.com) so that worship 
can resume in the House of God. 
 
Andrew Boswell  (Church Steward) 



 

 
Change begins with a Bicycle! 
 
 
 
The Harvest Appeal this year took up the theme of Lynda Pillow’s Harvest ser-
vice, providing bicycles to Uganda through the Methodist charity ‘All-We-
Can’.  
 
A bicycle can give Ugandan children freedom to get to school, the unemployed 
the freedom to find work and earn money - a way of breaking the poverty 
‘cycle’!  
 
The magnificent sum of £952, including Gift Aid, was achieved.  
Thank you.  
           
MDDH. 
       

 
 
 

 

REMEMBRANCE 
 

John Crowther and Trevor will arrange a 
cross on the grass bank 

between the Beacon and Telegraph Road  
in readiness for Remembrance Sunday                 

(8th November) 
 

I have stored previous crosses, but would 
welcome more 

which can be placed in the garden frontage 
of The Beacon   
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Church Family News 
 

We remember friends in hospital at this time:- 
Jean Glover who is recovering in Arrowe Park Hospital and  
Betty Spence  who after being admitted to Arrowe Park with chronic underlying 
issues, tested positive for Covid 19 but after treatment is now home 
We will remember Jean and Betty, and others known to each of us,  in our pray-
ers. 
 
I am sorry to advise you that Orion Club have lost two members John Camp-
bell, who lived at Lingdale and had been a member for many years died of 
Covid 19 and  Peter Arrowsmith.  We send our condolences to their family and 
friends at this time. 
 

 
PASTORAL VISITORS TEAM 

 
The Pastoral Visitors Team is being 
supported by Christine Anderson, who 

is doing the administration and by Colin Vickers being the Pastoral 
Contact 

 
New number 
Please Ring  :   DEREK HULL   0151 342 1072 

CHURCH MICE NEWS 
 
We continue to meet on WhatsApp each week and our numbers remain steady.  There 
will be no breaks for holidays and we have a worship programme until January and that 
includes all the Christmas events. 
Sue continues with her excellent support with the craft items. We are also speaking to 
the families regularly and checking that all is well.         BR. 

SCOUT POST 
THERE WILL BE NO SCOUT POST ON WIRRAL FOR 2020 



 
Heswall Weekly Chat – every Tuesday at 10.30am 
Click: https://zoom.us/j/858308274?
pwd=SVlSOUxOTDdOcXVsWitJTHYxQlVkdz09  
Or use your Zoom app: Enter Meeting ID: 858 308 274   Password: 858308 
 
Heswall Worship – every Sunday at 10.30am 
 
Click: https://zoom.us/j/197495205?
pwd=Vm9YRTN5amd4MUw1TW5XbHRNMU9mUT09 
Or use your Zoom app: Enter Meeting ID: 197 495 205 Password: 197495 
 

 
Preaching Plan for Heswall Methodist Church  

Nov-Feb 2020-2021. 
  

Please note that for the foreseeable future all services will commence at 
10.30am 
 
 

Sunday   1st November  A & M Boswell 
Sunday   8th November  Steve Carpenter 
Sunday  15thNovember  Colin Vickers 
Sunday  22nd November    S Carpenter 

Sunday  29th November  A and M Boswell 
Sunday  6th December  S Carpenter 

Sunday  13th December  L Pillow 

Sunday  20th December  S Carpenter 

Sunday  27th December  J Crowther 

Sunday  3rd January    S Carpenter 

Sunday  10th January   M Boswell 
Sunday  17th January   S Carpenter 

Sunday  24th January   L Pillow 

Sunday 31st January   S Carpenter 

Sunday 7th February   C Vickers 

Sunday  14th February  S Carpenter 

Sunday  21st February  J Crowther 

Sunday  28th February  A Boswell 
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 Letter sent by Faith Leaders inc. Methodist President to Prime Minister 



 
 
 
 
 

Having read this letter you may be interested in the Wirral Food Bank Advent Calendar 
overleaf 



                                                                 

                                                      ADVENT CALENDAR 

It is suggested that due to Pandemic friends may wish to drop their gifts in their local super-
market drop off point or Mike Howlett, our church Treasurer has written: 

I am very happy to receive cash donations which I can forward collectively on behalf of the 
Church to the Food Bank. Monetary donations can be made in one of two ways, ei-
ther:Cheques to Heswall Methodist Church (Ref. Food Bank) and sent to myself, or- 

Online to the Church Barclays bank account (Ref. Food Bank) 

Sort Code: 20-29-50   Account No. 10463604x 
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This I heard some years ago and it has stayed with me; now I share it 
with you to help you through this wretched time. 
 
 

  The Auction. 

 

The auction was going very well. The next item was a print of Holman 
Hunt's famous portrait of Christ as the 'Light of the World'. In the 
picture He stands, with the lantern in His Hand, at the locked door of a 
house.  
Despite the best efforts of the auctioneer, no bids were 
received. He put the picture to one side, and remarked sadly: " That is 
the Man that nobody wants but everybody needs ". 
 
How sad that there are those who still reject our Lord and Saviour, He 
patiently knocks at the door of every heart. He is needed more than ever 
in our confused and broken world. 
Who else have we to turn to now in this time of Covid 19? 
Who else will be with us, to support and guide us in getting things 
back, to some normality? 
 
Remember. Rev.3. v 20. 
"Behold,  I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him and he with Me" 
 
Did you hear Him knocking? Perhaps you missed it ! ?. 
He is still waiting - - - outside. Are you afraid to open the door, just 
a crack, to satisfy your curiosity? 
 
When you see who it is, will you invite Him in and throw the door wide 
open.? ! !   
 
Think about it 
 
Frances Edwards. 
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Lockdown, and now a second lockdown, has and is a trying 
time where we what have been used to doing has had to be curtailed to save 
lives. As a church, we have been unable to worship and meet in the Beacon for 
the lovely coffee and cake (among other delights), but our life together carries 
on. We can continue to make a real difference in people’s lives, and one way is 
through small local Acorn Groups within congregations. 
 
Michael Harvey, who initiated Back to Church Sunday and the National Week-
end of Invitation, as well as authoring various books is a leading thinker on 
equipping people to be witnesses for Jesus Christ. He said on a recent webinar 
that there has never been a more important time for Christians to be in contact 
with others. “Who am I when I’m furloughed or haven’t seen my family for 
months?” is a question some are asking. 1 in 4 in UK have a significant mental 
distress due to the crisis, whilst, at the same time millions of Christians are the 
key workers who can reach out to our neighbours.  
 
Acorn is an initiative that is an armchair mission from our homes. One church 
in Liverpool, Christ Church Aughton, has successfully employed this initiative 
and seen 3 years of numerical growth in 3 months, as well as spiritual growth 
in the congregation!   
 
The idea is a simple one and any Christian who is part of a church can be part 
of this movement. Acorn groups are those of 3 or 4 people who commit to pray 
together and for one another, but more importantly support each other to con-
tact others by telephone, Zoom, Microsoft Teams, Skype, Facetime, popping 
round on the doorstep or even over the garden fence and start the conversation 
with, “How are you?” and finish with the offer to pray with them there and then 
or pray for them later among the acorn group. Simple as that! 
 
Christ Church Aughton has seen a lot of answers to prayer. This is not just for 
people with a gift of evangelism, but an opportunity for discipleship for every-
one. One lady with cancer has seen remarkable answers to prayer. The vicar 
there said she has 50 of her congregation using Acorn groups. 
 
 

 

           New for lockdown : Acorn Groups 
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The letters in the word ‘Acorn’ stand for: 
 
A is for Ask: Each day simply and prayerfully ask God ‘is there some-
body I’m being nudged to connect with – to reach out to – today?’ 
  
C is for Call: This is God’s response to our question. His ‘call’ is for us to respond 
to the name that may come immediately or later by way of a sense that this is his 
nudge to us. 
  
O is for Obey: Our response may be through a phone call or any of the now well-
recognised ways from Skype to Facetime to WhatsApp to SMS and more. The first 
step can be as simple as asking ‘How are you doing?’ and really listening to the an-
swer. Remember this conversation is as the result of what God has prompted to hap-
pen, and being open to offering prayer either with them or for them. 
 
R is for Report: Share with a Christian friend what God has done in this situation – 
even if it seems to be a very small step. Share what happened – much like the disci-
ples reported back to Jesus when sent on mission. 
  
N is for Notice God: Reflect on what God has done in and through us. In the past we 
may have been too busy to listen to God’s voice and respond. But now, with God 
having our full attention, we may notice that God has used us and helped us grow in 
obedience and faith. 
 
 Why not give it a go? Pray about it. Talk to your friends in church and form a little 
group of 3 or 4 and meet over the telephone or video chat and then ask the Lord to 
guide you to contact and feedback to the others. During the service on Sunday 22nd 
November I will introduce the concept with a video, but  in the meantime, if you are 
interested, please let me know. 
 
 People want to know that God loves them and sent His Son to die for them to prove 
that, and what better way than to let the Holy Spirit guide us to phone someone to 
show we care. 
 

 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have oppor-

tunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong 
to the family of believers. (Galatians 6:9-10) 

 
                                                                      Rev. Steve Carpen-

ter 
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November General Knowledge Quiz 
 

1.  Into which sea does the Nile flow? 
2.  In American currency 10 cents make a what? 
3.  What Italian word for ‘Scratched Drawing & can be seen on walls? 
4.  Afrikaans was developed from which European language? 
5.  What is the smallest planet in the solar system? 
6.  What is the capital city of Switzerland? 
7.  What is 7 cubed? 
8.  With what sport would you associate Sachin Tendulkar? 
9.  Where is tomb of the Unknown Warrior? 
10.  What is the chemical symbol for silver? 
11.  Which ‘A’ is the white of an egg? 
12.  What is the capital of Jamaica? 
13.  Who is reported to have played his fiddle while Rome burned? 
14.  Which fantasy kingdom was found at the back of the wardrobe? 
15.  In which year did Britain get its first Labour government? 
16.  In which US city was Dr Martin Luther King murdered in 1968? 
17.  Glenridding & Pooley Bridge stand on which Lake in Lake District? 
18.  Piedmont and Lombardy are regions in which country? 
19.  In what part of body would you find the fibula? 
20.  How many of Henry V11’s wives were called Catherine? 

 Answers  for October Quiz 
 

1. Equestrianism   11. Mickey Mouse 
2. Vitamin C   12. Golf 
3. Hawaii    13. Pinocchio 
4. Everton    14. Louise Joy Brown 
5. Sandie Shaw   15. Lancashire 
6. Pottery    16. Deuce 
7. Tea    17. 0.6 
8. 50     18. Forests / Trees 
9. Honda    19. Chester 
10. Scarab    20. 15 



      17 

 

On Hitting the Wall and Keeping Going 
 
 

The countdown had begun.  Foe many thousands of people, the preparation 
was over.  The long winter months of training were behind them.  Tomorrow 
they would line up in the Marathon.  I’m always amazed by this spectacular 
event.  The sheer determination of the runners is astonishing.  Of course, the 
elite athletes - - the top marathon runners in the world - - - are always there, 
and we expect to see them at their best. 
 
 
But lining up for the same event are many more for whom this activity is not a 
full-time career: those running for fun, for charity, to beat their own best times.   
I’m informed by friends braver than me who have completed the London Mar-
athon that for many runners there’s a moment in the race when they ‘hit the 
wall’.  This is the point when it’s tempting to look back AT THE VAST DIS-
TANCE ALREADY TRAVELLED AND THINK ‘I’VE HAD ENOUGH!’ 
But it’s then, I’m told. When it’s important not to think of the miles already 
completed but look ahead and anticipate the end of the journey. To plough on, 
break through the pain and complete the race.   
 
St Paul, writing to early Christians in Philippi, used the analogy of a race to 
encourage them not to give up on their faith.  I’ve got my eye on the goal, 
where God is beckoning us onward - - - to Jesus, he says.  ‘I’m off and running 
and I’m not turning back!’ 

 
 



       18 

SO YOU THINK YOU’VE HAD A BAD DAY? 
 

Read on…. 
  
I recently unearthed this article from a 1970’s Company Staff Newsletter, John Crowther 
 

“A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN EXPATRIATE” 
 

 
 

TIME EVENT 

0330 Get up. 

0400 Arrive airport and check in for flight to Lagos. 

0515 Informed plane delayed 11 hours. 

0600 Return to bed. 

0800 Get up. 

0930 Arrive airport and check in for next flight to Lagos. 

1200 Take off. 

1315 Arrive Lagos. Too late for appointments. Too late for office car which has now left. 
Now need overnight accommodation. 

1445 Arrive Federal Ministry. One foreign exchange application hopelessly muddled. 
Three applications cannot be traced. Will have to return tomorrow. 

1530 Arrive Immigration Office. Vital file on missing visa now also missing. Will have to 
return tomorrow.  

1630 Return Lagos office. Power cut. No air conditioning. 

1700 Search for accommodation for night. In luck! 

1800 Return to Lagos office for work.  

2000 Leave Lagos office. Remember – not yet had lunch. Go to Rest House.  

2100 Leave Rest House for restaurant. Told tie required. 

2130 Leave Rest House for restaurant with tie. Weak with hunger, miss footing and 
plunge knee deep into monsoon drain full of indescribable matter.  

2215 Leave Rest House after washing out trousers, socks, shoes and self. Now told jacket 
required. Have no jacket. Talk quietly to doorman who looks shocked.  

2230 Go to hotel. 

2245 Power cut. Food delayed. Beer knocked over last pair of trousers in dark. 

2300 Leave hotel by taxi. 

2310 Taxi hits bus. Escape from melee and walk home. 

2345 Bed! 
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Christmas Food 
 
 

Looking through magazines from the Emsworth Church 
I noticed the names of two old friends noted for their culinary skills. Repro-
duced below are two of their creations to try. 
 
 

Janet Marsden’s ‘Best Christmas Pudding’:- 
 
4oz suet,  7oz brown sugar, 2 eggs,  2 oz breadcrumbs,   
pinch of salt,    14 oz dried fruit (mixture to suit you),  1oz ground almonds,  ¼ 
tsp spice,  a little grated lemon or orange rind,  no flour.. 
Step 1   Mix all the ingredients together and turn mixture into 2x 1ib  (or 1x 2 
lb) greased basins 
Step 2  Sprinkle tops with a little flour to seal against steam, cover with 2layers 
of buttered paper 
Step 3  Boil steadily for 5hours for 1lb pudding or 7 hours for the 2lb 
Step 4  Boil for a further hour before serving. 
 

Betty Grant’s Lemon and  Apple Meringue:- 
 
Peel, core, slice ¾ lb cooking apples, place in a 2pint oven dish, sprinkle with 
1oz sugar. Make up a sachet of lemon-pie filling using 2 egg yolks. Pour over 
the apples and bake in oven centre 350F for 20 minutes. 
Meanwhile, whisk two egg whites until stiff, then whisk in 2oz caster sugar 
until peaks are formed, then fold in another 2oz of caster sugar with a metal 
spoon. Spread meringue over lemon mixture and return to the oven for a fur-
ther 20 minutes until golden.  Serve warm. 
 
Bon appetit    I hope ozs lbs pints and Fahrenheit aren’t a problem 
 
 
When we were developing the Emsworth Pastoral Centre I published a book of 
Betty Grant’s Recipes as a fund raiser. 
          Dave Cockram 
 


